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CAERPHILLY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Caerphilly,  Glam. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council 

Mr  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

1963  was  the  first  full  year  during  which  I had  the  responsibility 
of  running  your  Public  Health  Department.  It  was  also  a year  during 
which  there  were  no  departmental  staff  changes,  and  the  Council’s 
Health,  Sewage  and  Cemeteries  Committee  remained  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Councillor  A.  D.  Jones. 

This  gave  the  opportunity  for  consolidation  and  for  the  establishment 
of  a pattern  of  progress  with  time  to  consider  the  likely  future  demands 
upon  the  personnel  of  the  department  and  of  the  probable  future 
avenues  along  which  its  work  will  develop.  Although  inevitably  the 
successful  administration  of  a public  health  department  will  be 
measured  by  the  public  in  terms  of  progress  in  slum  clearance,  im- 
provements in  the  sanitary  conditions  within  food  shops,  the  efficiency 
with  which  nuisances  are  dealt  with,  etc.,  much  of  its  achievement 
can  be  measured  in  any  year  from  a negative  standpoint.  The  absence 
of  epidemic  disease,  for  example,  reflects  the  never  ending  vigil  which 
is  maintained  by  the  department  over  food  supplies,  the  control  of 
vermin  pests,  and  the  investigation  of  sporadic  incidents  of  disease 
in  order  that  they  may  be  contained.  The  principles  which  were  in- 
volved in  the  public  health  enactments  of  upwards  of  50  years  ago, 
which  made  all  the  major  reforms  in  public  health  practice  possible, 
are  as  apposite  now  as  they  ever  were.  The  maintenance  of  effective 
control  remains  time  consuming  and  highly  responsible  work. 

While  the  population  of  the  Council’s  area  grows  slowly,  that  part 
of  the  area  which  has  been  urbanised  grows  more  quickly.  The  number 
of  properties  is  increasing  and  consequently  each  year  more  and  more 
visits  have  to  be  made.  The  older  properties  become  older  and  they, 
too,  make  demands  on  the  time  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Over 
the  country  as  a whole  there  is  on  average  one  Health  Inspector  for 
every  9,000  of  the  general  population.  This  figure  is  considered  to  be 
inadequate  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  encourage  new  recruits 
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into  the  profession.  Your  own  department  has,  in  1963,  one  trainee 
health  inspector  gaining  the  practical  experience  which  is  necessary 
for  his  eventual  qualification.  With  the  population  of  36,000  approx- 
imately it  can  be  seen  that  the  1963  establishment  of  two  health  in- 
spectors represents  a staffing  of  only  half  the  strength  of  the  national 
level.  Anticipating  my  Report  for  1964  I can  mention  the  addition 
of  another  Inspector  during  that  year,  but  it  is  expected  that  most 
of  his  time  for  a considerable  period  to  come  will  be  taken  up  with  the 
administration  of  new  legislation,  in  particular  that  of  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  of  1963.  It  is  evident  that  in  order 
to  retain  existing  staff  a constant  review  of  conditions  of  service  will 
have  to  be  undertaken  to  keep  pace  with  other  authorities  who  are 
offering  highly  attractive  terms  to  attract  suitable  applicants  into 
their  employ. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  mentioned  above 
offers  very  considerable  opportunity  for  a progressive  local  authority 
The  need  for  legislation  governing  the  conditions  of  service  of  office 
workers  to  ensure  that  they  get  a fair  deal  is  long  overdue,  and  it  will 
be  this  Department’s  intention  to  push  ahead  vigorously  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  in  the  local  premises  which  come  under  its 
purview. 

An  increasing  number  of  authorities  are  becoming  aware  of  the 
value  of  photography  for  the  recording  of  evidence  of  housing  con- 
ditions, various  nuisances  and  the  like  and  for  the  preparation  of 
health  education  material,  and  the  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  for 
making  the  necessary  capital  available  for  the  formation  of  a photo- 
graphic section  within  the  Health  Department.  A dark  room  is  being 
constructed  in  the  Department’s  new  office  accommodation,  which 
is  at  present  being  built  and  which  should  be  ready  for  occupation 
early  in  1964.  A wide  variety  of  uses  for  the  photographic  equipment 
will  present  themselves  as  this  section  develops. 

Health  education  has  been  mentioned  as  being  one  of  the  most 
important  o,f  the  uses  to  which  photography  can  be  applied.  In  future 
the  work  of  a District  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  will  be  increasingly 
devoted  to  this  field.  The  subtle  process  of  teaching  the  public  and  of 
educating  them  towards  healthier  ways  of  living  extends 
far  beyond  the  confines  of  a school  classroom  and  the  opportun- 
ities to  talk  semi-formally  to  gatherings  of  adults  at  old  age 
pensioners  rallies  and  Women’s  Institute  meetings.  Notices 
about  dogs  and  smoking  in  food  shops  are  distributed  throughout 
your  area  for  example.  Should  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  appeal  to  all  those  selling  tobacco  to  show  a more  res- 
ponsible attitude  towards  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  persons  under  the  age 
of  16  years.  Legislation  prohibiting  this  is, alas, extremely  hard  to  enforce 
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and  is  constantly  ignored,  in  many  cases  by  even  the  most  respectable 
dealers.  This  legislation  was  introduced  long  before  the  seiicus 
health  hazards  of  smoking  were  realised,  and  it  is  now  more  than  ever 
important  that  every  person  with  public  spirit  and  responsibility 
should  discourage  young  people  from  taking  up  the  habit  until  such 
time  as  they  are  old  enough  to  consider  the  problem  from  a mature 
standpoint.  More  will  be  said  on  the  smoking  and  health  problem 
later  in  my  Report. 

In  my  joint  capacity  as  District  Medical  Officer  and  the  Divisional 
County  Medical  Officer  I have  ample  opportunity  to  meet  the  children 
and  young  people  of  the  Caerphilly  Area  in  their  schools  and  at  the 
College  of  Further  Education  in  Ystrad  Mynach.  My  impression  is 
that  much  absenteeism  is  “excused”  by  alleged  ill  health  rather  than 
“explained”  by  it.  This  situation  also  seems  to  occur  amongst  the 
adult  population  at  work.  An  all  too  prevalent  blase  attitude  amongst 
young  people  to  all  that  is  implied  by  the  vague  term  “sex”  and  a 
diminishing  respect  for  property  and  person  reflected  in  continuous 
vandalism  and  hooliganism  makes  one  ponder.  Professional  psychiat- 
rists and  psychologists  have  endeavoured  to  explain  away  these  modern 
behaviour  trends,  but  there  are  now  far  too  many  amateurs 
putting  forward  their  personal  theories  which  are  being  widely  read 
in  the  popular  press.  The  mere  fact  that  their  comments  appear  as 
the  printed  word  gives  them  an  air  of  apparent  authority  for  which 
there  is  no  real  justification.  One  wonders  whether  we  are  dealing 
with  a true  social  disease  which,  from  the  epidemiological  point  of 
view,  should  come  within  the  purview  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Education  in  social  responsibility  is  certainly  a pressing  problem, 
particularly  from  the  medical  point  of  view,  in  view  of  the  increasing 
emphasis  in  the  National  Health  Service  on  transferring  the  patient 
from  hospital  to  community  care  as  soon  as  possible. 

An  interesting  development  took  place  during  the  year.  On  the  2nd 
December,  1963,  on  the  instigation  of  certain  local  general  prac- 
titioners and  myself,  a meeting  was  called  at  which  the  Caerphilly 
Medical  Society  was  formed.  Bearing  in  mind  the  tripartite  nature  of 
the  National  Health  Service  it  was  felt  that  local  doctors  in  all  branches 
of  the  service  would  benefit  from  the  contact  made  socially  in  a 
Society  of  this  nature.  Any  steps  which  can  be  taken  to  sever  the  red 
tape  between  various  administrative  departments  will  inevitably 
help  the  public  at  large  in  the  long  run. 

It  is  customary  in  the  introduction  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health’s 
Annual  Report  to  make  a few  brief  comments  on  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  area,  although  these  are  discussed  in  more  detail  later  on  in 
the  Report.  At  18.85  per  thousand  population  the  crude  birth  rate  in 
the  Caerphilly  Area  remains  above  the  England  and  Wales  national 
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average  of  18.2  The  difference  is  less  marked  however  than  in  1962 
when  the  respective  rates  per  thousand  were  20.07  and  18.0  The  crude 
death  rate  at  11.35  per  thousand  is  less  than  the  national  average  of 
12.2  per  thousand,  but  it  seems  that  people  merely  leave  the  area  to 
die,  for  after  adjustment  during  which  deaths  which  have  occurred 
outside  the  area  of  persons  normally  resident  in  Caerphilly  are  trans- 
ferred in  the  appropriate  list,  the  rate  is  14.76  per  thousand.  De- 
pending upon  whether  most  of  their  business  comes  from  the  crude 
or  the  adjusted  lists,  local  funeral  directors  must  be  either  sorry  or 
pleased  at  these  productivity  figures. 

In  1962  there  were  15  infant  deaths  under  one  year  and  this  gave 
a rate  per  thousand  of  20.63,  lower  than  the  national  average  for  that 
year  which  was  21.40  In  1963  there  were  18  infant  deaths  which  gave 
the  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  26.12  This  is  well  above  the  nat- 
ional rate  which  was  20.90.  The  fact  that  in  numbers  there  was  a 
difference  of  only  3 between  1962  and  1963  demonstrates  forcibly 
how  in  a small  area  very  minor  variation  gives  the  false  impression  of  a 
dramatic  change  of  circumstances  when  the  rates  per  thousand  are 
considered.  In  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area  the  shortage  of  maternity 
beds  remains  acute  but,  with  the  increasing  introduction  of  admissions 
to  hospital  for  delivery  only  on  a 48  hour  basis,  a relatively  high  per- 
centage of  deliveries  in  hospital  is  being  maintained.  Unfortunately 
however  almost  invariably  the  criteria  governing  the  suitability  of 
patients  for  admission  must  be  medical  and  many  cases  well  worthy 
of  hospitalisation  on  social  grounds  have  to  be  refused.  Although 
great  strides  have  been  made  to  improve  home  circumstances  of  the 
people  of  South  Wales  mining  valleys  no  one  can  deny  that  there  is 
considerable  room  for  improvement  and  no  doubt  when  this  takes  place 
one  of  the  pressing  factors  probably  affecting  the  infant  mortality 
figures  will  have  been  removed.  In  my  last  Report  I found  myself 
unable  to  explain  why  for  the  first  time  for  very  many  years  the  infant 
mortality  had  fallen  below  the  national  average  and  it  would  seem 
that  this  year’s  distressing  return  to  a figure  above  the  national  average 
is  more  in  line  with  what  can  be  expected  for  the  time  being  in  this 
area. 

With  these  introductory  words  I submit  to  you,  Gentlemen,  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1963. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

D.  J.  ANDERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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THE  CAERPHILLY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

13,950  acres  of  South  Wales  form  the  area  administered  by  the 
Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council.  Its  population  of  36,560,  as  est- 
imated in  the  middle  of  1963,  is  slowly  creeping  up  and  it  is  reputed 
to  be  forward  looking  not  only  in  the  attraction  of  industries  to  the 
area  to  ensure  the  long-term  employment  of  its  residents,  but  also 
in  the  provision  of  social  amenities,  and  the  large  scale  construction 
of  modern  housing  to  keep  up  with  the  improving  standards  of  living. 

The  Town  itself  lies  in  a hollow  basin  surrounded  by  mountains, 
these  separate  it  from  the  City  and  Port  of  Cardiff  wrhich  lies  some  7 
miles  to  the  south,  but  which  is  in  easy  reach  by  both  road  and  rail. 
The  Urban  Area  is,  however,  interesting  in  that  it  brings  together 
several  small  townships  in  the  Rhymnev  and  Aber  mining  valleys. 
Thus  the  Llanbradach,  Ystrad  Mynach,  Nelson,  Abertridwr,  Senghen- 
ydd,  and,  over  the  mountain,  Taffs  Well  in  the  Taff  Valley,  Wards  of 
the  area  are  separated  by  several  miles  from  the  main  hamlet.  Although 
coal  mining  in  the  area  has  diminished  as  an  industry,  there  has  been 
a steady  growth  in  other  industrial  activities  which  are  extensive 
but  modern  so  that  in  general  they  do  not  detract  from  the  mountain 
and  rich  rural  atmosphere  which  prevails. 

From  the  public  health  point  of  view  these  topographical  features 
are  of  interest.  Row  upon  row  of  terraced  miners’  housing  of  consider- 
able antiquity  contrast  with  isolated  mountain  farm  cottages,  both 
of  which  have  their  own  unique  problems,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  who  may  one  day  be  dealing  with  the  very  urban  problem 
of  industrial  smoke  emission  may  the  following  day  be  equally  involved 
in  an  outbreak  of  anthrax  among  the  cattle  on  a near-by  farm. 

Tables  I and  II  summarise  the  statistics  of  the  Urban  Area  for 
1963.  The  figures  relating  to  births  and  deaths  in  relation  to  other 
parts  of  the  administrative  county  appear  on  another  page. 


TABLE  I (Vital  Statistics) 


Live  Births  (registered)  

689 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

18.47 

Deaths 

415 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

14.76 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 

274 

Deaths  under  1 year 

18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

26.12  | 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

18.86 
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TABLE  II  (General  Statistics) 


Area  (Land)  

13,950  acres 

Population  (Estimated  mid  1963)  

36,560 

Total  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

9,908 

Total  Number  of  Council  Owned  Houses 

2,706 

Total  Number  of  National  Coal  Board  Houses  

719 

Total  Number  of  Privately  Owned  Houses 

6,483 

Total  Number  of  New  Council  Houses  completed 

1963  

99 

Total  number  of  Privately  Owned  Houses  completed 

1963  

259 

Estimated  Number  of  Persons  per  Occupied  House 

3.6  approx. 

Rateable  Value 

£804,049 

Rateable  Value  of  Industrial  Premises 

£192,120 

Rateable  Value  of  Residential  Premises 

£382,030 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  

£3172, 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  SINCE  1945 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  certain  vital  and  other  statistics  of  the 
area  since  the  end  of  the  war  in  1945. 


TABLE  III 

Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  Infant  Mortality  and  Neonatal 
Mortality  in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area  and  in  England  and  Wales 
from  1945-1963. 


Year 

Crude  Birth 
Rate /1 000 
population 

Crude  Death 
Rate /1 000 
population 

Infant 
Rate  / 1 
Live  1 

Mort. 

L000 

3irth 

Neonatal 
(under 
4 Wks) 
Mort. Rate/ 
1000 

Live  Births 
(Caerphilly) 

Eng. 

& 

Wales 

Caer- 

philly 

Eng. 

& 

Wales 

Caer- 

philly 

Eng. 

& 

Wles 

Caer- 

philly 

1945 

16.1 

21.1 

11.4 

14.1 

46.0 

68 

1946 

19.1 

23.5 

11.5 

12.4 

43.0 

46 

1947 

20.5 

24.6 

12.0 

13.4 

41.0 

69 

1948 

17.9 

22.7 

10.8 

12.4 

34.0 

63 

1949 

16.7 

20.9 

11.7 

12.5 

32.0 

58 

1950 

15.8 

22.23 

11.6 

12.57 

29.8 

54.62 

22.11 

1951 

15.5 

21.14 

12.5 

12.95 

29.6 

36.10 

24.06 

1952 

15.3 

20.08 

11.3 

10.62 

27.6 

41.84 

23.71 

1953 

15.5 

20.11 

11.4 

9.27 

26.8 

36.73 

20.41 

1954 

15.2 

19.81 

11.3 

10.11 

25.5 

35.57 

23.26 

1955 

15.0 

18.07 

11.7 

10.77 

24.9 

35.93 

23.95 

1956 

15.6 

20.59 

11.7 

10.97 

23.8 

27.49 

15.71 

1957 

16.1 

17.84 

11.5 

9.43 

23.0 

31.53 

22.52 

1958 

16.4 

18.66 

11.7 

10.11 

22.5 

22.82 

15.69 

1959 

16.5 

16.85 

11.6 

10.69 

22.0 

37.69 

26.69 

1960 

17.1 

18.97 

11.5 

9.58 

21.7 

33.29 

26.35 

1961 

17.4 

19.73 

12.0 

11.52 

21.4 

32.44 

21.16 

1962 

18.0 

20.07 

11.9 

11.37 

21.4 

20.63 

12.38 

1963 

18.20 

18.85 

12.20 

11.35 

20.90 

26.12 

18.86 

The  above  Table  compares  Crude  Rates  since  Adjusted  Rates  for 
the  early  vears  are  not  available.  Nevertheless  assuming  that  the  be- 
haviour of  the  population  has  not  varied  unduly  during  the  period, 
figures  in  this  Table  give  a guide  to  local  trends.  The  Birth  Rate  in 
the  area  in  1963  was  still  higher  than  the  national  rate,  as  it  has  been 
over  the  whole  period,  although  this  is  now  less  marked  than  was  the 
case  in  the  immediate  post  war  years.  In  the  early  years  of  the  period 
the  local  Death  Rate  was  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  but 
it  has  been  lower  for  the  past  12  years.  In  the  introduction  to  this 
Report  comment  has  already  been  made  on  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
which  with  the  exception  of  1962,  has  invariably  exceeded  the  national 
rate.  Emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  fact  however  that  over  the  19 
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year  period  there  has  been  a progressive  decline  both  in  the  national 
and  local  figures.  Were  there  to  be  a sudden  return  to  the  particularly 
high  rates  of  1945,  1947,  1948  and  1949  one  would  certainly  become 
suspicious  that  some  new  adverse  factor  had  been  introduced.  In- 
vestigations into  infant  deaths  reveal  all  too  frequently  that  avoidable 
factors  and  human  error  still  have  a part  to  play  in  their  incidence. 
However,  the  advances  in  medical  science  have  been  so  colossal  that 
many  children  who  had  little  chance  of  survival  in  1945  would  grow 
up  into  healthy  children  were  they  to  be  born  again  today. 


ILLEGITIMACY 

The  Welsh,  it  seems,  are  either  less  promiscuous,  less  fertile  or 
more  careful  than  the  English.  The  illegitimacy  rate  for  the  Admin- 
istrative County  of  Glamorgan  is  38.5  per  thousand  live  births,  compar- 
pared  with  the  combined  England  and  Wales  rate  of  69  per  thousand 
live  births  and  the  Greater  London  rate  of  about  110  per  thousand 
live  births. 

Strangely  the  rates  vary  considerably  amongst  the  various  con- 
stituent districts  of  the  Administrative  County,  being  as  high  as  75.9 
in  one  area  and  “nil”  in  another.  A quick  glance  at  the  County  figures 
suggests  a reduction  in  the  rate  as  one  moves  Westwards  and,  possibly 
slightly  higher  rates  in  the  coastal  areas.  However,  it  is  difficult  to 
arrive  at  any  conclusions  because,  as  in  the  case  of  infant  mortality, 
the  actual  numbers  are  fairly  low  and  minor  fluctuations  in  these 
can  result  in  apparently  wide  variations  in  the  rates  per  thousand. 

In  Caerphilly  Area  of  359  boys  live  born,  15  were  illegitimate  and 
the  same  number  of  girls  were  illegitimate,  out  of  a total  of  330  live 
births.  This  gives  a rate  of  43.5  per  thousand  live  births — well  below 
the  England  and  Wales  rate  but  sixth  highest  out  of  the  24  constituent 
districts  of  the  County  and  well  above  the  overall  County  rate.  In  the 
last  few  months  of  the  year  (when  the  ages  of  mothers  were  notified 
in  addition  to  the  details  of  their  confinements)  there  were  48  mothers 
aged  21  years  and  under  out  of  a total  of  230  births  in  the  short  period. 
(16  years  - 3;  17  years  - 6;  18  years  - 9;  19  years  - 9;  20  years  - 13; 

21  years  - 8).  Inevitably  one  must  presume  that  many  of 
these  marriages  were  “expedient” — a point  which  was  made  in  my 
last  Report.  As  a result  of  my  conversations  with  pupils  in  schools 
and  the  College  of  Further  Education  at  Ystrad  Mynach  I know  that 
many  risks  are  taken  in  the  interests  of  experiment — even  if  not  of 
scientific  progress. 
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GLAMORGAN  (Administrative  County)  Vital  Statistics  1963 

Table  IV  on  the  following  page  is  reproduced  annually  from 
statistics  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  Public  Health 
Department, County  Hall, Cardiff.  It  must  once  again  be  emphasied  that 
the  small  numbers  involved  from  district  to  district  make  the  compar- 
ison of  rate  a statistically  inaccurate  exercise.  From  the  interest  point 
of  view,  however,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  whilst  in  1962  Caerphilly 
ranked  amongst  the  County  Districts  with  the  highest  Birth  Rate 
it  is,  in  1963,  ninth  out  of  the  24  constituent  areas.  Its  adjusted  Death 
Rate  of  14.76  is  slightly  above  County  average  but  it  lies  in  eleventh 
position  in  this  respect.  Although  concern  has  been  expressed  at  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  it  will  be  noted  that  there  are  thirteen  areas 
in  which  the  rate  is  even  higher  than  Caerphilly.  Of  the  18  infant 
deaths  taking  place  during  the  first  year  of  life,  13  occurred  within 
the  first  four  weeks,  this  of  course  being  the  period  when  the  greatest 
stress  is  placed  on  the  newborn  infant. 


14 


DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES 

Table  V is  an  analysis  by  sex  and  principal  cause,  of  the  415  deaths 
in  the  area.  It  shows  once  again  that  the  largest  group  is 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  with  malignant  neoplastic 
diseases  second  and  respiratory  diseases  third.  The  needless  loss  of 
life  through  motor  vehicle  and  other  accidents  continues,  two  persons 
in  the  area  saw  fit  to  end  it  all  in  their  own  way  by  commiting  suicide, 
but  these  deaths  are  not  the  only  needless  ones,  for  many  other  persons 
now  dead  would  still  be  with  us  had  they  heeded  some  of  the  advice 
which  is  constantly  being  offered  to  them. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  country  have  echoed  and  re-echoed  warnings  of  the  dangers  of 
smoking  to  health,  yet,  year  by  year,  tobacco  sales  increase  and  so  do 
the  numbers  who  die  from  lung  cancer.  In  1963  there  were  over 

27.000  who  died  in  this  way.  The  number  is  increasing  at  about 

1.000  a year.  If  this  trend  were  to  continue  for  the  next  30  years, 
therefore,  it  might  be  expected  that  in  1993  there  will  be  between 

55.000  and  60,000  deaths  per  annum,  that  is,  twice  the  present  rate. 
It  is  the  present  teenage  population  who  will  be  adult  and  in  the  cancer 
age  bracket  in  1993.  We  must  reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion, 
therefore,  that  unless  there  is  a very  marked  change  in  the  pattern 
of  this  disease,  or  in  our  attitude  towards  smoking,  the  youngsters 
of  today  stand  approximately  twice  the  risk  of  dying  from  lung  cancer 
than  do  we  in  the  adult  population. 

Speaking  in  round  figures  the  population  of  Caerphilly  Urban  Area 
is  36,003  if  through  some  avoidable  calamity  27,000  that  is  threequarters 
of  these  lives  were  lost  in  one  year,  the  immensity  of  the  disaster 
would  be  colossal.  Because  this  number  is  spread  over  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  we  tend  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  population 
of  a sizeable  town  is  involved.  Road  deaths  make  up  only  between 
a fifth  and  a quarter  of  the  numbers  dying  from  lung  cancer,  yet 
publicity  to  reduce  the  road  toll  exceeds  many  times  that  aimed 
at  curtailing  the  smoking  habit.  Parents  who  beseech  their  children 
to  be  careful  of  the  road  on  their  way  to  school  should  be  even  more 
emphatic  in  their  advice  against  smoking  and  should  be  ever  vigilant 
of  those  tell-tale  signs,  nicotine  staining  and  fetid  breath,  not  to  scold 
but  to  point  out  the  perils  to  their  erring  children. 

It  can  be  argued  that  to  compare  road  deaths  with  lung  cancer 
deaths  is  not  fair  in  that  the  publicity  against  road  accidents  is  also 
against  the  many  casualties  short  of  death,  but  it  should  be  pointed 
out  that  there  are  also  many  hazards  of  smoking  short  of  death.  The 
habit  certainly  has  a part  to  play  in  the  causation  of  bronchitis  and 
heart  disease  and  has  a deleterious  effect  in  the  healing  of  stomach 
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ulcers.  Bearing  in  mind  that  between  £80  and  £90  per  annum  is 
spent  by  the  smoker  who  uses  20  cigarettes  daily,  the  total  sum  ex- 
expended  by  the  nation’s  smokers  can  hardly  be  considered  a patriotic 
gesture  in  these  times  of  strain  on  the  national  economy. 

I have  appended  a short  report  on  some  anti-smoking  work  which  I 
am  carrying  out  in  the  Rhymney  Valley  Area  at  the  end  of  this 
section  of  my  Report. 

Knowing  that  the  general  trend  for  malignant  neoplasms  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus  is  upwards,  it  is  not  surprising  to  note  that  there 
have  been  14  deaths  in  1963  as  compared  with  only  ten  deaths  in  1962 
in  the  area.  Bearing  in  mind  also  the  increasing  trend  of  coronary 
disease  and  angina  it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  to  note  that  at  82  deaths 
from  these  causes  there  is  an  increase  of  10  over  1962.  Whether  or  not 
however,  the  increase  from  42  to  55  deaths  attributed  to  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  systems  is  a significant  trend  setter  is  possibly 
questionable.  The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  at  35  was  9 more 
than  in  1962,  and  it  may  well  be  that  this  was  partly  attributable  to  the 
very  severe  winter  weather  which  was  experienced  in  the  early  months 
of  1963. 
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TABLE  V.  Deaths  from  Various  Causes 


M 

F 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Para  Fevers 



— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis,  Other  







Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  







Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 



1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

2 

8 

,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

12 

2 

14 

,,  Breast 

— 

7 

7 

,,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

— 

2 

2 

17 

16 

33 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Systems 

23 

32 

55 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

59 

23 

82 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease 

11 

26 

37 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

10 

14 

24 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

11 

17 

Bronchitis 

29 

6 

35 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

1 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

3 

1 

4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirths,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

2 

7 

Other  defined  and  111  defined  diseases 

25 

17 

42 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  Accidents 

6 

7 

13 

Suicide  .. 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES 

235 

180 

415 
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NATIONAL  JUNIOR  LEAGUE  OF  NON-SMOKERS 


Since  my  arrival  in  this  area  I have  been  particularly  anxious  to 
encourage  anti-smoking  propaganda  in  schools.  A particular  scheme 
in  which  I am  interested  is  the  National  Junior  League  of  Non-Smokers. 


Most  anti-smoking  propaganda  in  schools  is  of  a prohibitive  nature 
and  might  be  described  as  a “Thou  Shalt  Not”  negative  approach. 
It  was  felt  that  a more  positive  means  of  discouraging  smoking  should 
be  attempted  with  school  pupils  actively  engaged  in  projects  to  maintain 
their  interest  in  the  anti-smoking  cause.  I have  exhibited  anti-smoking 
films  in  schools  throughout  the  Rhymney  Valley,  and  arising  out  of 
of  one  such  showing  at  the  Bargoed  Secondary  Boys  School,  in  neigh- 
bouring Gelligaer  Urban  District,  the  boys  themselves  suggested 
the  formation  of  an  anti-smoking  club  with  the  aim  of  reducing  smoking 
on  the  school  premises.  The  idea  was  developed  and  an  extensive 
programme  of  activities  arranged.  These  have  included  debates, 
film  shows,  discussion  groups,  poster  competitions,  etc.,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  initial  interest  in  the  hazards  of  smoking  engendered 
by  the  first  film  show  has  been  maintained  with  a consequent  marked 
reduction  in  smoking  by  the  pupils.  . It  was  learned  that  a similar 
club  had  been  formed  in  one  of  the  large  London  Comprehensive 
Schools  with  the  encouragement  of  Dr.  H.  D.  Chalke,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Camberwell.  The  two  schools  got  together,  an  exchange 
visit  was  arranged,  and  the  National  Junior  League  of  Non-Smokers 
was  launched  with  Family  Doctor  Magazine  sponsoring  the  idea  and 
providing  lapel  badges  and  other  publicity  material.  Since  this  report 
covers  the  1963  period  it  is  premature  to  discuss  the  development  of 
this  League  during  1964.  It  should  be  commented,  however,  that  the 
scheme  promises  to  have  a bright  future  and  has  been  taken  up  by 
many  schools  up  and  down  the  country.  In  accepting  membership 
pupils  agree  that  they  will  not  commence  smoking  until  they  are 
old  enough  to  fully  appreciate  the  hazards  of  the  habit.  This  age  has 
been  variously  fixed  in  different  schools  from  18  to  21. 


I am  most  anxious  that  this  project  should  prosper  in  schools  in  the 
Caerphilly  Area. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  a film  is  at 
present  being  made  describing  the  activities  of  the  Bargoed  Club.  Boys 
of  the  Caerphilly  Grammar  School  are  also  involved  in  its  production. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  film  will  be  used  as  the  basis  of  a publicity  campaign 
in  the  area  supported  by  a new  poster  which  is  to  be  designed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  principal  water  supplies  of  the  area  are  the  Rhymney  Valley 
Water  Board,  (which  is  a constituent  of  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board), 
serving  the  Rhymney  Valley  portion  of  the  area,  Nelson  and  the  Aber 
Valley,  and  the  Cardiff  Corporation  who  supply  the  Taffs  Well  Ward. 

The  quality  of  the  water,  which  is  under  bacteriological  control, 
is  satisfactory  over  the  whole  of  the  area.  There  are  no  plumbo-solvent 
waters  in  the  area.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  area  there  are  no 
standpipe  supplies  to  domestic  premises.  The  only  existing  standpipe 
is  in  the  Fairground  at  Bedwas  Road,  Caerphilly.  It  is  used  at  intervals 
by  showground  people. 

The  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  carried  out  weekly  bacteriological 
examination  of  water  as  follows  : — 


St.  Martins  Road , Caerphilly  Tap  Water  from  Watford  Tank  “ 

filtered  and  chlorinated  water  from 
Taf  Fechan  Low  Level  Supply. 

Senghenydd  Tap  water  at  Kingsley  Place  from  local 

source  - chlorinated  only. 

Tap  water  at  Commercial  Street  from 
new  reservoir  near  Graig-ur-Hufan  - 
water  from  Taf  Fechan  High  Level 
filtered  and  chlorinated. 


Abertridwr 


Nelson 


Tap  water  at  Bryngelli  from  Cwm 
Ceffyl  local  source  - filtered  and  chlor- 
inated . 

Tap  water  from  local  source  at  Gellihir 
chlorinated  only. 


Swimming  Pools 

There  are  two  very  satisfactory  open  air  Swimming  Pools  in  the  area 
Both  owned  by  the  Caerphilly  U.D.C.  The  larger,  in  the  Morgan  Jones 
Park,  has  a capacity  of  132,000  gallons  and  the  smaller  in  Llanbradach 
holds  103,000  gallons.  In  both  the  water  is  subject  to  continuous 
filtration,  aeration  and  chlorination.  Typical  analyses  of  the  water 
in  the  two  swimming  pools  are  appended  as  follows 
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Report  on  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 


Appearance  in 

two  foot  tube 

Caerphilly 
Swimming  Pool 

Llanbradach 
Swimming  Pool 

Shallow 

End 

Deep 

End 

Shallow 

End 

Deep 

End 

pale  green 

Clear 

Very 

pale  green 

Clear 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  units) 

16 

16 

20 

20 

Reaction  pH  Value 

— 

| 

— 

— 

Chlorides  (expressed  as  Cl) 

122 

116 

AC  E ' 

110. 

110. 

ACE 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  N) 

T R 

T R 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  parts 

N 

I L 

0.48 

0.48 

Residual  chlorine  per 

MN. 

0.12 

0.07 

0.97 

0.41 

Remarks — The  Physical  characters  of  the  samples  are  satisfactory 


Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 


Description  of  Sample 

Caerphilly 
Swimming  Pool 

Llanbradach 
Swimming  Pool 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 

0 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli 

0 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

REMARKS 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

There  is  a privately  owned  swimming  pool  adjacent  to  the  river 
at  Taffs  Well  obtaining  its  water  supply  from  one  of  the  original 
wells  from  which  this  Ward  has  obtained  its  name.  Unfortunately, 
the  pool  was  very  severly  damaged  by  flood  water  and  has  now  been 
closed  for  some  time.  I understand  that  the  young  people  in  the  area 
are  anxious  to  renovate  the  pool  and  bring  it  back  into  service.  There  is, 
however,  no  suitable  filtration  or  chlorination  plant  and  the  situation 
will  have  to  be  kept  under  careful  observation. 

Fluoridation  of  Water. 

All  well  informed  medical  evidence  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
fluoridation  of  water  supplies,  and  in  Britain  the  British  Medical 
Association,  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  British 
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Dental  Association  wholeheartedly  support  the  introduction  of  fluorides 
to  domestic  water  supplies  to  bring  them  up  to  one  part  per  million 
standard.  It  has  been  shown  conclusively  that  at  this  concentration 
incidence  of  dental  caries  is  reduced  by  about  50%  and  also  that 
the  fluoride  is  in  no  other  way  harmful  to  the  body.  In  Dec- 
ember, 1962,  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  gives  his  approval  to  empower 
local  authorities  to  meet  the  cost  of  fluoridation  of  water  if  they  so 
wished. 

Caerphilly  Council  is  not  in  itself  a water  undertaking  but  in  January 
1963  it  was  one  of  the  first  authorities  in  the  country  to  pass  its  un- 
animous recommendation  to  the  County  Council  that  steps  be  taken 
to  fluoridate  water  supplies. 

Throughout  1963  the  battle  for  and  against  fluoridation  raged  up 
and  down  Great  Britain.  While  some  authorities  were  wholeheartedly  in 
favour  of  the  scheme  others  were  equally  violently  opposed  to  it. 
Still  more  perched  precariously  on  the  fence  during  many  months 
of  deferred  discussion.  The  number  of  man-hours  spent  on  the  topic 
in  conference  halls  and  council  chambers  must  have  been  fantastic. 
For  the  Medical  Officer,  sitting  in  the  wings,  it  was  quite  amusing 
to  watch  the  developments  in  what  seemed  like  an  almost  personal 
battle  between  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  National  Pure  Water 
Association,  as  reports  and  counter-reports  were  circularised  profusely 
to  all  Authorities. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  chief  means  of  the  local  propagation  of  typhoid  fever  and  food 
poisoning  have  been  described  as  “fingers,  food  and  flies”,  and  this 
in  spite  of  the  progressive  effect  of  the  machines  in  modern  catering, 
upon  the  spread  of  disease  by  “fingers”  on  “food”. 

The  hygiene  of  British  water  Supplies,  drainage  and  sewage  disposal 
is  second  to  none  in  the  World.  Yet,  the  simple  act  of  washing  one’s 
hands  after  using  the  “toilet”  is  seldom  practised  by  the  majority. 

The  notices  displayed  in  the  past  bearing  the  words  “Do  not  spit” 
are  now  seldom  seen  because  they  have  become  unnecessary,  the 
people  having  learned  this  important  lesson  of  hygiene.  Outbreaks 
of  typhoid  and  food  poisoning  and  the  suffering  caused  to  so  many 
will  not  be  in  vain  of  the  hygiene  lesson  “Now,  wash  your  hands” 
will  have  been  learned  by  at  least  those  who  handle  food. 

The  Health  Department  is  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the  principle 
of  greater  personal  sensitivity  in  the  matter  of  food  handling.  Educat- 
ion of  the  food  handler  is  obviously  vital  in  this  connection.  Pood 
hygiene  is  not  regarded  as  meriting  real  prominence  in  school 
curricula  apart  perhaps  from  a cursary  reference  in  a domestic  science 
class.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  so  many  young  entrants  to  the 
food  industry  ought  to  be  educated  in  the  fundamentals  of  the  subject. 
It  is  suggested  that  Food  Hygiene  instruction  should  be  included  in 
every  school  curriculum.  The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
should  be  co-opted  to  advise  or  even  to  instruct  pupils  in  this  subject/ 

The  conditions  under  which  food  is  handled  still  leave  much  to  be 
desired.  In  this  connection,  the  controversial  matter  of  whether  males 
should  or  should  not  wear  their  hair  like  females  is  very  important  when 
long  haired  males  are  engaged  in  the  delivery  of  food  stuffs.  Employers 
of  food  storerooms  should  make  every  effort  to  discourage  this  very 
unhygienic  fashion  or  to  insist  that  employees  are  provided  with  head 
covering. 

The  question  “what  is  a sausage?”,  has  been  repeated  for  years- 
It  has  occupied  the  attention  of  some  eminent  legal  minds  and  is 
still  not  completely  answered  although  there  has  been  a great  im- 
provement in  the  standard  of  this  food. 

The  current  question  now  occupying  the  attention  cf  the  Health 
Department  more  and  more  is  what  is  a Pie  and  what  is  a Pasty?  No 
standard  exists  for  these  prepared  foods,  a careful  survey  over  the 
past  years  has  shown  that  the  food  standard  of  pies  and  pasties  is 
very  low  indeed  apart  from  those  made  by  the  large  National  manu- 
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facturers.  There  is  a very  large  market  for  these  food  items,  the  major 
cost  would  appear  to  be  the  pastry  container.  Indeed  the  general 
standard  of  these  pies  and  pasties  is  so  low  as  to  amount  to  unfair 
trading. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  should  be  amended  to  include  a minimum 
standard  for  prepared  foods  of  this  type. 

Catering  Establishments 

TABLE  VI.  Details  of  Licensed  Houses  and  Catering  Establishments 


in  the  Caerphilly  Urban  Area. 


WARD 

LICENSED 

HOUSES 

LICENSED 
HOUSES 
SERVING  MAIN 
MEALS 
AND  SNACKS 

RESTAURANTS 
CAFES  AND  PUBLIC 
DINING  ROOMS 

(unlicensed) 

Caerphilly  S 

10 

8 

8 

Caerphilly  N. 

5 

2 

4 

Trecenvdd 

3 

2 

1 

Penyrheol 

1 

1 

— 

Abertridwr 

3 



1 

Senghenydd 

4 

— 

1 

Taflfs  Well  

7 

4 

2 

Ystrad  Mynach 

4 

4 

2 

Nelson 

9 

2 

3 

TOTAL  

46 

23 

22 

TABLE  VII.  The  Owners  of  Licensed  Premises  in  the  Urban  District 


Ely,  Rhymney  and  Crosswell  34 

Fern  Vale  Brewery  1 

Hancocks  6 

Mitchell  and  Butlers  2 

Ind  Coope  1 

Brains  1 

Free  House  1 

TOTAL  46 


All  the  premises  mentioned  in  Table  VII  have  met  with  the  ap- 
roval  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  respect  of  cleanliness  and 
hygenic  facilities.  The  Breweries  in  the  area  have  continued  to  make 
improvements  in  both  decoration  and  amenities  to  their  licensed 
premises  within  the  area. 
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Milk  Supply 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk 
Regulations  1955. 

During  the  year  13  licences  were  held  for  the  distribution  of  past- 
eurised milk  and  13  for  the  distribution  of  T.T.  Milk 

The  full  number  of  samples,  as  requested  by  the  County  Laboratory 
in  Cardiff  were  taken,  and  no  tubercule  bacilli  discovered. 

IceCream 

In  1963  there  were  149  ice  cream  retailers  registered  in  the  area. 
All  these  dealers  trade  in  ice  cream  produced  by  the  various  major 
concerns,  there  being  no  local  production. 

The  retailers  of  soft  ice  cream  manufactured  outside  the  area  and 
carried  in  mobile  vans  has  again  called  for  careful  supervisions  of  this 
vulnerable  article  of  food.  Samples  and  analyses  show  that  there  has 
been  improvement  in  the  bacteriological  standard  of  this  food  during 
the  summer  months. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  Introduction  of  the  Inspection  Stamp 

Animals  which  are  killed  for  food  must  be  examined  when  they 
are  slaughtered  because  some  of  their  disease  can  be  passed  to  man. 
Meat  and  food  inspection  is  therefore  carried  out  to  protect  the  health 
of  the  public  and  has  for  many  years  been  the  responsibility  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  As  part  of  his  training  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
studies  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology,  and  this  is  applied  to  the 
examination  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 

The  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Local  Government,  Public 
Health  Inpector  and  Slaughterer  are  laid  down  in  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations.  The  Inspector  now  affirms  that  meat  he  has  passed  is 
fit  for  human  consumption  by  marking  the  carcass  with  a stamp 
by  which  he  can  be  identified.  This  is  an  important  advance  in  the 
examination  and  control  of  food  animals  and  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment gladly  assume  this  added  responsibility  for  publicly  stating 
the  meat  is  free  from  disease  and  fit  for  human  food. 

This  is  what  the  new  marking  by  a stamp  stands  for  and  requires 
those  involved  to  make  confident  and  well  considered  decisions. 

There  are  8 licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  area  and  the  only  remaining 
slaughterhouse  is  that  of  Mesrs.  J.  Jones  and  Bros.,  13  Pontygwindy 
Road,  Caerphilly. 
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TABLE  VIII.  Meat  condemned  in  district  generally  as  follows 


Home  killed  Beef  150  lbs. 

Offal  12  lbs. 


Food  Sampling 

Inspection  of  food  supplies  in  the  area  is  undertaken  both  by  the 
County  Sampling  Officers  and  your  own  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


TABLE  IX.  Samples  taken  by  County  Sampling  Officers  in  the  Caer- 
philly Urban  Area  during  1963. 


Almonds  (ground)  

2 

Lard  

1 

Aspirins 

2 

Liquid  Paraffin 

1 

Baby  Food 

1 

Macaroni 

2 

Baking  Powder 

2 

Margarine 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

3 

Marzipan 

1 

Butter . 

2 

Meat  Products  (canned) 

2 

Cake,  Sponge,  Pastry  . Mix  etc 

7 

Milk  

124 

Cheese  Spread 

7 

Mincemeat 

1 

Chocolate  Drink 

2 

Mustard 

2 

Chocolate  Spread 

1 

Olive  Oil  

2 

Coffee  and  Chicory  

5 

Peel  (mixed)  

...  2 

Colouring 

4 

Pepper 

3 

Condensed  Milk 

8 

Pudding  (canned) 

3 

Cream 

2 

Pepper 

3 

Curry  Powder 

2 

Rice 

1 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Salad  Cream  

3 

Desiccated  Coconut 

3 

Salt 

2 

Dessert  Powder 

5 

Sandwich  Spread 

4 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

Sauces 

6 

Fish  (canned) 

3 

Semolina 

1 

Fish  (frozen) 

3 

Soft  Drinks  

8 

Fish  Paste 

7 

Soup  (canned) 

5 

Flour 

3 

Spices 

. 2 

Fruit  (Canned) 

10 

Suet  

1 

Fruit  (Frozen) 

1 

Sugar  

2 

Fruit  (Juice)  

3 

Sweets 

5 

Gelatine 

1 

Syrup 

2 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

Table  Jelly 

5 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

Tea 

4 

Health  Salts  

1 

Vegetables  (canned) 

9 

Herbs 

1 

Vinegar 

9 

Jam 

5 

Vitamin  Tabs,  etc. 

2 

As  a result  of  the  sampling  of  your  own  Public  Health  Inspectors 
quantities  of  certain  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  shown  in  Table  X. 
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TABLE  X.  Foodstuffs  condemned  by  Caerphilly  Public  Health 

Inspectors 


Corned  Beef 

76  tins 

Tomatoes 

197  tins 

Corned  Beef 

100  lbs  12  ox. 

Fish 

19  tins 

Cooked  Ham 

31  tins 

Milk 

47  tins 

Cooked  Ham 

36  lbs 

Baked  Beans 

18  tins 

Tongue 

17  tins 

Rice  Pudding 

4 tins 

Tongue 

27  1 lbs. 

Steak  and  Kidney  pies  2 tins 

Veal 

5 tins 

Steak  casserole 

4 tins 

Veal 

14  lbs. 

Butter  Beans 

9 tins 

Pork  roll 

2 tins 

Flour 

10  pkts. 

Chopped  meat 

1 tin 

Cheese 

42  lbs. 

Spam 

4 tins 

Stew 

5 tins 

Sausage  meat 

2 tins 

Hamburgers 

1 tin 

Roast  Pork 

5 lbs. 

Peas 

23  tins 

Braised  Kidney 

1 tin 

Soup 

45  tins 

Fruit 

238  tins 

Salami 

2 lbs 
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GENERAL  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  is  within  the  area,  only  one  small  sewage  disposal  plant.  This 
is  at  Nelson.  It  is  well  run  and  remains  more  or  less  adequate,  but  I 
understand  that  it  continues  to  face  an  increasing  load  as  more  housing 
is  completed.  I am  satisfied  that  generally  throughout  the  area  the  dis- 
posal of  sewage  is  satisfactorily  maintained. 

There  is  need  for  constant  supervision  throughout  the  area  by  your 
Health  Inspectors,  particularly  in  industrial  concerns,  to  ensure  that 
noxious  effluents  are  not  unintentionally  disposed  of  through  storm 
water  drainage  rather  than  soil  sewers.  Supervision  of  this  kind 
of  situation,  is  of  course,  just  one  of  the  many  aspects  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  duties,  which  are  increasing  in  view  of  the  progr- 
gressive  industrialisation  of  the  urban  area. 

Cesspits 

An  outstanding  case  of  outdated  service  of  houses  in  the  matter  of 
sewage  disposal  exists  at  Groeswen.  There  are  approximately  22  houses 
in  the  village  still  served  by  cesspools.  In  this  day  of  grace  the  time  has 
arrived  when  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  a 
more  modern  form  of  disposal  for  this  community,  either  in  the  pro- 
vision of  a sewer  or  the  renewal  of  well  constructed  large  cesspools 
in  place  of  the  rather  primitive  existing  ones.  These  cesspools  are 
situated  in  very  inaccessible  sites  and  make  the  task  of  servicing  very 
difficult  and  costly. 

Places  of  Entertainment 

The  whole  attitude  to  community  entertainment  is  changing,  and 
possibly  one  of  the  most  influential  factors  has  been  the  new  legislation 
with  regard  to  Betting  and  Gaming.  This  coming  on  top  of  the  ever 
widening  appeal  of  television  is  drawing  more  and  more  people  away 
from  the  cinema  to  the  bingo  hall  and  the  fireside..  The  gramophone 
industry  has  boosted  “pop”  music  to  a high  point  in  the  teenage 
entertainment  scale,  and  this  in  turn  has  added  to  the  popularity 
of  dancing  amongst  the  younger  set.  To  call  the  present  day  erotic 
gyrations  of  the  human  body  “dancing”  is  hardly  a tribute  to  the 
word  as  it  has  been  understood  in  western  civilisation  over  the  centuries 
but  this,  of  course,  is  another  subject.  Nevertheless,  it  is  of  relevance 
because  it  seems  that,  to  be  heard  above  the  general  hub-bub  of  the 
present  day  dancehall,  record-players  have  to  be  tuned  to  a volume 
which  frequently  engenders  bitter  complaint  from  nearby  residents. 
From  time  to  time  your  Health  Inspectors  have  had  to  deal  with 
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these  complaints  and  they  have  been  able  to  achieve  a modicum  of 
success  in  some  instances. 

The  psychological  and  social  implications  of  the  bingo  craze 
impinge  forcefully  into  the  field  of  preventative  medicine  and  indeed 
workers  from  all  the  various  Local  Authority’s  social  welfare  depart- 
ments, (health,  children,  welfare,  housing,  education,  etc.,)  are  very 
much  aware  of  the  behind  the  scene  problems  which  exist. 

All  places  of  public  entertainment  are  kept  under  surveillance  by 
the  Public  Health  Department  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally 
speaking  a reasonably  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  is 
being  maintained. 

Public  Cleansing 

Scavenging  of  the  area  is  completely  undertaken  by  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor’s  Department  of  the  Council,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  cottages  at  Cwmheldeg,  Nelson. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments. 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  came  into  force  in  1963. 
There  is  one  such  establishment  in  the  Urban  Area  which,  on  inspection 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  considered  to  be  of  a satisfactory 
standard  and  has  accordingly  been  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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SHOPS  INSPECTION 

Shops  Inspection  in  the  area  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  who  have  been  accordingly  designated. 

In  general,  conditions  in  local  shops  where  assistants  are  employed 
are  favourable  and  the  owners  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  any  sugg- 
estions made  by  your  Inspectors.  The  recently  undertaken  survey 
of  shops  in  the  area  was  brought  up  to  date  and  Table  XI  shows  the 
position  at  the  end  of  1963. 


TABLE  XI 


Aber-  Caer- 
tridwr  philly 
Business  N. 

Caer- 

philly 

S. 

Nel- 

son 

Penyr 

heol 

Seng-  Yst- 
henydd  rad 
Myn- 
ach 

Tre- 

cen- 

ydd 

Taffs 

Well 

Total 

Grocers 

10 

7 

19 

4 

1 

15 

8 

1 

12 

77 

Drapers 

Outfitters 

Milliners 

8 

2 

22 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

49 

Butchers 

5 

3 

8 

5 

1 

4 

4 

— 

4 

34 

Iron- 

mongers 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Hair- 

dressers 

5 

5 

4 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

29 

G.  grocers 
Fruit  5 

Fishmongers 

6 

11 

3 

— 

5 

2 

1 

2 

35 

Cafes 

1 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

18 

Electrical 
T.V.,  Radio 

1 

— 

10 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

18 

Chemists 

Opticians 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

13 

N’agents 

Bookshops 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Off- 

Licences 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

6 

Mixed 

Business 

19 

19 

11 

9 

6 

8 

14 

11 

9 

106 

Boots  and 
Shoes 

3 

2 

9 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

2 

22 

Table  XI  - continued 


Aber- 

tridwr 

Busintss 

Caer-  Caer- 
philly philly 
N.  S. 

Nel- 

son 

Penyr- 

heol 

Seng  Yst- 
nehydd  rad 
Myn- 
ach 

Tre- 

cen- 

ydd 

TafFs 

Well 

Total 

Con- 
fectioners — 

2 

5 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

9 

Furniture 
& H’ware  2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 6 

— 

1 

15 

Fish  Fryers  2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

16 

Dry  Cleaners 
Launderers  1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

6 

Wallpapers 
and  Paints  — 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

5 

Pet 

Animals  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

Hay  and 
Corn  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  68 

56 

138 

40 

15 

48 

56 

21 

50 

492 

Approx.  No. 
of  Assist. 
Employed  59 

48 

325 

46 

18 

46 

43 

4 

60 

649 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  THE  RENT  ACTS 

The  following  are  the  necessary  details  of  this  work  : — 


Intimation  Notices  171 

Abatement  Notices  36 


There  were  4 cases  of  removal  of  tents,  vans,  and  sheds. 


HOUSING 

In  1963  the  Council  owned  2,706  houses  and  its  building  programme 
continued  apace.  The  Urban  Area  was  honoured  on  the  25th  Sept- 
ember, 1963,  when  Sir  Keith  Joseph,  the  then  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Welsh  Affairs  opened  in  Heol  Aneurin,  Penyrheol,  the  200,000th 
Council  House  to  be  built  in  Wales  since  the  end  of  the  War.  Comment 
was  passed  at  the  time  on  the  excellent  views  of  the  Caerphilly  basin 
which  are  obtained  from  the  houses  high  on  the  Penyrheol  Estate, 
but  the  high  situation  of  these  houses  has,  in  fact,  caused  something 
of  a problem  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

There  is  a high  incidence  of  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  disease 
in  South  Wales  and  Caerphilly  is  no  exception.  Many  of  the  residents 
occupying  the  hillside  houses  on  the  Penyrheol  Estate  are  sufferers 
from  this  disease  and  there  have  been  large  numbers  of  applications 
for  transfer  to  houses  on  a lower  level,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  which 
they  experience  walking  up  the  hills  to  their  homes.  The  problem 
is  not  of  course  confined  to  pulmonary  diseases  and  sufferers  from 
cardiac  conditions,  arthritis  and  a variety  of  other  complaints  have 
also  expressed  a desire  for  transfer.  These  sufferers  deserve  the 
greatest  sympathy,  but  in  view  of  the  limited  amount  of  accomm- 
odation in  more  suitable  areas,  the  problem  of  evaluating  need, 
priority  is  a very  difficult  one.  The  decision  to  recommend  or  not  to 
recommend  must  be  made  from  as  unbiased  a standpoint  as  possible, 
but  is  nevertheless,  wholly  subjective.  It  is  inevitable,  therefore,  that 
complaints  will  be  received  from  unsuccessful  applicants  who  consider 
they  have  been  unfairly  treated  when  their  circumstances  are  compared 
with  a neighbour  on  whose  behalf  a favourable  recommendation 
has  been  made.  The  public  should  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  a 
recommendation  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  for  a housing 
transfer  is  based  upon  the  whole  environmental  circumstances  surr- 
ounding the  patient,  and  it  is  not  merely  the  severity  of  the  illness 
which  is  taken  into  account.  When  comparisons  are  made  by  persons 
not  in  full  possession  of  the  background  information  many  anomalies 
appear  to  exist,  though  these  can  usually  be  fully  justified. 
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In  addition  to  considering  applications  merely  for  transfer  the 
department  frequently  considers  applications  for  priority  rehousing 
from  would-be  new  tenants  of  Council  property.  The  same  sub- 
jective elements  are  involved,  the  same  complaints  of  apparent  un- 
fairness are  made,  but  as  in  the  applications  for  transfers,  every  effort 
is  made  to  take  into  account  all  the  prevailing  factors  and  to  arrive 
at  a completely  unbiased  recommendation. 

Unfortunately,  not  all  those  applicants  who  shout  the  loudest  are  in 
fact  the  most  needy  cases  and  the  danger  always  exists  that  while 
one  family  will  succeed  in  bringing  their  application  for  special  con- 
sideration to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  another  less  aggressive  family 
may  be  prepared  to  put  up  with  even  more  intolerable  circumstances 
and  to  take  their  place  on  the  normal  waiting  list  being  content  to 
wait  until  their  turn  comes  round.  In  some  cases  the  applications 
for  special  consideration  are  regrettably  nothing  more  than  flagrant 
attempts  at  queue  jumping.  Such  unscrupulous  applicants  go  to  con- 
siderable lengths  to  exaggerate  their  medical  condition,  and  in  these 
cases  it  is  frequently  very  difficult  to  distinguish  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff. 

I have  in  mind  an  instance  where  a child  with  a relatively  minor 
handicap  was  used  as  the  lever  in  an  application  for  rehousing.  Se- 
verity of  the  handicap  was  magnified  out  of  all  proportion  until  it 
was  explained  to  the  mother  that  if,  in  fact,  the  child  were  so  seriously 
disabled  as  was  suggested,  then  it  would  be  far  better  if  the  child 
were  to  be  legally  classified  as  handicapped  by  the  County  Authority 
and  sent  away  to  a residential  school.  Needless  to  say  the  child  still 
happily  attends  his  present  school  and  there  has  been  no  further 
pressure  from  the  family  concerned  regarding  their  rehousing. 

Although  the  Caerphilly  area  is  in  a more  fortunate  position  than 
many  other  authorities  regarding  the  number  of  seriously  defective 
properties  requiring  demolition,  from  time  to  time  unexpected  problems 
occur.  Such  a situation  has  arisen  in  Thomas  Street,  Abertridwr,  where 
as  a result  of  subsidence  associated  either  directly  or  indirectly  with 
disused  mine  workings,  a number  of  properties  (7)  were  considered 
by  this  department  to  be  in  serious  danger  of  imminent  collapse. 
It  was  necessary  to  rehouse  the  tenants  as  a matter  of  urgency.  At 
the  time  of  writing  this  report,  it  might  be  mentioned  that  the  problem 
continued  into  1964.  Further  properties  had  to  be  closed,  and  no  strict 
assurance  can  be  given  that  the  situation  has  yet  completely  stabilised 
itself. 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  bringing  sub-standard  housing 
into  better  order  by  the  allocation  of  Improvement  Grants  it  might  be 
stated  that  during  1963,  133  applications  for  such  Grants  were  received 
and  41  applications  were  paid  off. 
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Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  Representations  were  made  to  the  Council  to  make 
Orders  for  demolition  on  26  properties.  Efforts  are  being  made  with 
some  immediate  prospect  of  success,  to  rehouse  the  people  involved 
in  the  Orders. 

Particular  effort  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  Tylagwyn  district 
of  Nantgarw  where  9 properties  were  made  the  subject  of  Orders. 
The  eventual  aim  of  the  Authority  is  to  clear  this  site,  but  this  will 
have  to  be  a relatively  long  term  objective  in  view  of  the  difficulty 
in  finding  suitable  alternative  accommodation  in  the  Taff  Valley. 

As  a result  of  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders,  including  those  at 
Tylagwyn  and  those  affected  by  subsidence  at  Thomas  Street,  Aber- 
tridwr,  the  following  properties  were  vacated  during  1963  and  the 
families  rehoused. 

Nos.  84,  86,  88,  91,  93,  and  95,  Thomas  Street,  Abertridwr. 

Nos.  14,  16  and  18,  Pentrebane  Street,  Caerphilly. 

Goodwood  Bungalow,  South  Pandy  Lane,  Caerphilly. 

Hawthorne  Bungalow,  Pontygwindy  Fields,  Caerphilly. 

Nos.  1 and  2,  Mount  Pleasant,  Caerphilly  Mountain. 

No.  18,  De  Winton  Terrace,  Llanbradach. 

Nos.  14,  16,  17,  29,  30,  31,  34  and  35,  Tylagwyn,  Nantgarw. 

No.  3,  Caerphilly  Road,  Nantgarw. 

No.  5,  Canal  Side,  Nantgarw. 

No.  1,  Sunnyside,  62,  Cardiff  Road,  Taffs  Well. 

Ty  Newydd,  Groeswen. 

Total  - 26  Persons  displaced  - 65. 

One  temporary  dwelling  was  demolished  during  the  year  namely, 

Hawthorne  Bungalow,  Pontygwindy  Fields,  Caerphilly. 

The  total  visits  to  temporary  dwellings  was  12. 

A schedule  of  unfit  houses  which  gives  a 20  year  programme  in  5 
year  sections,  as  referred  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  was  submitted 
to  the  Council  and  adopted.  Progress  on  demolition  and  closing  of 
unfit  houses  will  be  found  later  in  the  report.  It  should  be  understood 
that  additions,  and  even  subtractions  in  a few  cases,  will  be  made 
to  the  Schedule  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that  the  recommendations  in  my  last  report 
regarding  the  purchase  by  the  Council  of  some  unfit  houses  in  the  area 
have  been  carried  out.  In  many  cases,  the  Council  have  made  use  of 
their  powers  to  acquire  houses  and  carry  out  repairs.  It  is  also  pleasing 
to  note  that  additional  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  are  pending, 
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where  local  authorities  will  be  enabled  to  require  modernisation  of 
existing  older  houses.  It  is  realised  that  to  achieve  this  object  a tre- 
mendous effort  on  the  part  of  owners,  local  authorities,  and  their 
officers  will  be  needed.  There  will  be  a heavy  demand  on  the  building 
trade  in  terms  of  labour  and  materials  and  a great  deal  of  money  will 
be  involved.  Clearly  it  will  take  many  years  to  raise  all  houses  worth 
retaining  to  the  desired  standard.  However,  if  action  is  not  taken 
to  prevent  further  deterioration  and  bring  up  to  a reasonable  standard 
the  large  number  of  houses  now  lacking  basic  amenities,  local  auth- 
orities will  be  faced  with  the  alternative  of  dealing  with  a greatly 
increased  number  of  slum  clearance  procedures. 

Issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

The  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  as 
follows  :- 


Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  1 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all,  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  1 


Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5 of  the  1st  Schedule 
Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  1st  Schedule 
Number  of  Certificates  issued  1 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority 

for  cancellation  of  Certifictae  — 

Objection  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  Certificate 
Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants 

objection  — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  


Housing  Act,  1957.  Section  9. 

During  the  year  Representations  were  made  under  the  above  Act 
work  to  be  carried  out  on  3 properties  in  the  Urban  Area. 

Of  these,  one  property  was  repaired  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
default  of  the  owners. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

In  1963  the  status  of  Mr  G.  Simmons,  the  Rodent  Operative,  was 
raised  to  that  of  Pest  Officer,  thus  recognising  the  additional  work 
which  he  undertakes  in  the  destruction  of  all  kinds  of  pest  nuisances. 
These  include,  bees,  wasps,  ants,  etc. 

TABLE  XII  Shows  a list  of  the  work  carried  out  in  each  Ward. 


WARDS 

Private 

houses 

treated 

Business 

premises 

treated 

Council 

properties 

treated 

Rats 

Mice 

Caerphilly 
(N’th  & S’th) 

121 

7 

7 

128 

7 

Abertridwr 

52 

— 

1 

46 

7 

Senghenydd 

34 

1 

7 

36 

6 

Trecenydd 

29 

2 

— 

27 

4 

Taffs  Well 

69 

3 

1 

70 

3 

Ystrad  Mynach 

45 

2 

2 

45 

4 

Nelson 

59 

1 

6 

63 

3 

Penyrheol 

24 

— 

1 

24 

1 

TOTAL 

433 

16 

25 

439 

35 

During  the  year,  206  manholes  on  the  sewage  system  were  twice 
treated  and  on  the  last  occasion  evidence  of  rats  was  found  in  10  only. 

All  infestations  on  farms  are  now  treated  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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PEST  CONTROL 

The  following  pest  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

TABLE  XIII 


WARD 

Private 

Houses 

Treated 

Local 

Authority 

premises 

Ants 

Bees 

Wasps 

Bugs 

Caerphilly 

(North  and  South)  

5 

5 

3 

7 

Taffs  Well  

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Trecenydd 

3 

3 

Penyrheol 

12 

4 

8 

Abertridwr 

3 

2 

4 

1 

Senghenydd 

2 

2 

Nelson 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Ystrad  Mynach 

2 

2 

TOTAL  

12 

30 

20 

1 

10 

11 

36 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TABLE  XIV  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Except  Tuberculosis) 


Disease  according  to 
Notification 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

Isolation 

Hospital 

No.  of. 
Deaths 

Smallpox 





Scarlet  Fever 







Diphtheria 



— 

— 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute,  Primary  and 
Influenzal 

7 

2 

17 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Dysenterv 

11 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

557 

7 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erythema  Nodosum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

Anthrax  

— 

— 

— 

There  is  nothing  very  startling  about  the  above  Table.  In  1962  the 
number  of  cases  of  measles  was  73  and  in  1963  this  number  had  risen 
to  557.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  normal  epidemiological  pattern 
of  this  desease  which  reaches  epidemic  proportions  every  second  year. 
It  can  be  hoped  however  that  the  trials  which  are  at  present  going 
on,  of  an  anti-measles  vaccine,  will  prove  successful,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  very  many  years  before  this  disease  is  eradicated  as  have  so 
very  many  other  infectious  diseases  in  the  past. 

Notification  of  infectious  diseases  remains  incomplete.  This  is 
obvious  if  one  considers  merely  the  figures  relating  to  pneumonia, 
acute  primary  and  influenzal.  Although  in  17  cases  death  was  attributed 
to  this  cause  only  7 notifications  of  the  disease  were  received.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  not  one  of  these  7 notified  cases  was  sub- 
sequently included  amongst  the  17  deaths. 

Notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  fairly  complete,  since 
almost  all  cases  discovered  in  the  area  are  treated  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
in  St.  Martin’s  Road.  A very  close  and  fruitful  working  arrangement 
exists  between  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Public  Health  Department 
on  both  the  district  and  divisional  level  and  the  contacts  of  all  notified 
cases  are  encouraged  to  attend  for  X-Ray  and  for  follow-up  examina- 
ation.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  the  non-pulmonary  cases  which  do  not 
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attend  the  Chest  Clinic  but  are  diagnosed  in  hospital  are  frequently 
treated  without  formal  notification  being  made.  From  time  to  time 
this  has  led  to  difficulties,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  problem  of 
rehousing  tuberculosis  victims.  Active  tuberculosis  in  a house  where 
there  are  children  is  frequently  a very  strong  reason  for  recommending 
rehousing,  in  order  that  overcrowding  and  the  risks  of  cross  infect- 
ion can  be  reduced.  In  some  cases  applications  on  these  grounds 
have  been  very  difficult  to  investigate  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  formal 
notification  of  the  disease  has  been  received. 

Assuming  however  that  notification  of  tuberculosis  is,  in  fact, 
more  complete  than  that  of  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  the  incidence  of  this  disease  and 
its  mortality  have  been  reduced  compared  with  the  figures  for  1962. 
The  reduction  is  very  slight  but  it  remains  in  the  right  direction. 

TABLE  XV  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  mortality 
from  tuberculosis  during  1962 


Age 

Period 

NEW  CASES 
Respiratory  N< 

Respira 

M F.  M 

i 1 

Dn. 

tory 

F 

DEATHS 
Respiratory  Noi 

Respin 

M F M 

. I 1 

i- 

itory 

F 

Under  1 year 

1-4  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5-24  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— k 

— 

— 

— 

35  - 44  years 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  - 54  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  - 64  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

10 

5 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XVI  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Table  XVI  shows  the  Tuberculosis  death  rate  during  the  past  ten 
years 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Deaths 

from 

Pul.T.B. 

Deaths 

from 

NonPul 

Total 

Pntnisis 

Death 

Rate 

r.B.(all 

forms) 

Rates 

1950 

34,600 

14 

2 

16 

.404 

.462 

1951 

35,380 

11 

4 

15 

.310 

.423 

1952 

35,700 

10 

1 

11 

.280 

.303 

1953 

36,550 

4 

— 

4 

.110 

.110 

1954 

36,900 

6 

2 

8 

.162 

.216 

1955 

36,960 

3 

— 

3 

.081 

.081 

1956 

37,110 

8 

— 

8 

.215 

.215 

1957 

37,330 

1 

2 

3 

.026 

.081 

1958 

37,570 

2 

2 

2 

.052 

.052 

1959 

37,810 

3 

— 

3 

.079 

.079 

1960 

38,010 

6 

— 

6 

.105 

.105 

1961 

35,930 

5 

— 

5 

.166 

.166 

1962 

36,230 

3 

1 

4 

.082 

.110 

1963 

36,560 

3 

— 

3 

.081 

081 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 
1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Numbers 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Numbers 

of 

Written 

notices 

Pros- 

ecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

4 

10 

NIL 

NIL 

(2)  Factries  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

99 

209 

NIL 

NIL 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL  

103 

219 

NIL 

NIL 

39 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Numbers 
of  cases 
■in  which 
prosec- 
tions 


Referred 

Found  Remed-  to  H.M.  by  H.M 

ied  Inspec-  Inspect-  instituted 
tor  tor 


(1) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (s.l.) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

NIL 

Overcrowding  (s.2.) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (s.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (s.6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (s.7) 
(ci)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  inclu- 
ding offences  relating 
to  Outworkers) 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  11). 


Seqtion  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  Aug 
list 

required 
bv  Sec. 
'(2) 

No.  of 
:ases  of  ] 
default  i 
n end’g 
list  to  i 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
inst’ces 
of  works 
in  un- 
vvh’s’me 
premises 

(6) 

Notices 
served  ] 

(6) 

Prosec- 

tions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 

Washing 

Household  Linen  

Lace,lace;  curtains 
and  nets 
Curtains 

Furniture  Hangings 

Furniture 

and  Upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  Making 

Brass  and  brass  art. 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  Steel 

Cables  and  Chains 

Iron  and  Steel 

Anchors  & Grapnels 

Cart  Gear  

Locks  latches  &Keys 

Umbrellas,  etc 

Artificial  Flowers 
Nets,  other  than 

Wire  Nets  

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and 
Tennis  Balls 
Paper  Bags 
The  makingof  boxes 
other  receptables  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of 
Paper 
Brush 
Pea  Picking 
Feather  Sorting 
Carding  etc. 
of  Buttons,  etc. 
Stuffed  Toys 
Basket  Making 
Chocolates 
Sweet  meats 
Cosaques 

Christmas  Stockings 
Textile  Weaving 
Lampshades 

6 

TOTAL 

6 

— 

— 

— 
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FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNDERTAKINGS 
IN  THE 

CAERPHILLY  URBAN  AREA 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

NAME  CARRIED  OUT 

Elliott  Lathe  and  Tool  Works,  TafFs  Well  Engineering 

South  Wales  Forgemasters,  Garth  Works, 

Taffs  Well  Engineering 

Welsh  Metal  Industries,  Ltd.,  Caerphilly  Engineering 

Stadium  Ltd.,  Virginia  Estate,  Caerphilly  Engineering 

Holbrough  Bros.,  Wingfield  School,  Llanbradach  Engineering 
Polycraft  Co.,  Pontygwindy  Farm,  Caerphilly  Engineering 
National  Coal  Board,  Tredomen  Works,  Ystrad 

Mynach  Engineering 

Proctor  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Rear  Bartlett  Street, 

Caerphilly  Engineering 

Garran  Engineering,  Nantgarw  Road,  Caerphilly  Engineering 
P.  C.  & C.  K.  Chase,  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate, 

Caerphilly  Engineering 

R.  P.  C.  Bartlett  Street,  Caerphilly  Engineering 

B.  C.  S.  Garth  Works,  Taffs  Well  Engineering 

Qualcraft,  Ltd.,  North  View  Terrace,  Caerphilly  Light  Engineering 
Reimer,  Cove  & Co.,  Gwern  Avernue, 

Senghenydd  Light  Engineering 

Metal  Lines,  (Wales)  Ltd.,  Ystrad  Mynach  Light  Engineering 

Polycraft  Engineering  Co.,  Pontygwindy  Road, 

Caerphilly  Light  Engineering 

Zinc  Alloy  Rust  Proofing  Co.,  Ltd., 

Pontygwindy  Road  ...  Light  Engineering 

Golmet  Doors  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road, 

Caerphilly  Light  Engineering 

T.  G.  Beddoe  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road, 

Caerphilly  Light  Engineering 

T.  G.  W.  Equipment,  Ltd.,  Caerphilly  Road, 

Senghenydd  Light  Engineering 

B. M.P.  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly  General  Engineering 

C.  Darby  <S?  Son  High  Street,  Abertridwr  Motor  Engineering 

Caerphilly  U.D.C.  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly  Motor  Engineering 

Cambrian  Engineers,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly  Heating  and  Ven- 

tilation Engineers 

N.  Boobyer,  Bed  was  Road,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Cyril  G.  Morgan  Ltd.,  Cross  Keys  Garage, 

Nantgarw  Motor  Repairs 

C.W.S.,  Ystrad  Mynach  Motor  Repairs 

Glam  Mon.  Motors,  Ystrad  Mynach  Motor  Repairs 
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Lane’s  Garage,  Caerphilly  Road,  Ystrad  Mynach  Motor  Repairs 

Regency  Motors,  Llanbradach Motor  Repairs 

Nantgarw  Road  Garage,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Griff  Davies,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Lees  Motors,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Roberts  Motors  Ltd.,  Clive  Street,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 
Roberts  Motors,  Ltd.,  Bartlett  Street,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Lees  Motors,  Castle  Street,  Caerphilly  Motor  Repairs 

Dynevor  Garage,  Dynevor  Terrace,  Nelson  Motor  Repairs 

Reliance  Motors,  Ltd.,  Heol  Mabon,  Nelson  Motor  Repairs 

E.  F.  Williams,  Cardiff  Road,  Tafts  Well  Motor  Repairs 

Green  and  Crewe,  Nantgarw  Rd.,  Caerphilly  Car  Trimmers 

Ryan  Holdings,  Nantgarw  Plant  repairs 

Holman  Bros,  Garth  House,  Taffs  Well  Plant  Repairs 

T.  W.  Plant,  Glan-y-llyn,  Taffs  Well  . . Plant  Repairs 

Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council 

Pontygwindy  Depot  Carpentry  & Joinery 

Geo.  Newman  & Sons  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road  Carpentry  and 

Caerphilly  Joinery 

Glamorgan  C.  C.  Tonyfelin  Road,  Caerphilly  Joinery 

E.  C.  Cases  Ltd.,  Taffs  Well  Joinery  & Boxes 

Standard  Box  and  Carton  Co  Ltd., 

Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Cartons 

G.  E.  Bolton  and  Sons,  18  Eedwas  Road,  Botanical 

Caerphilly  Brewery 

F.  J.  Clarke  & Sons,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly  Botanical  Brewery 

C.W.S.  Forest  Road,  Taffs  Well  Mineral  Waters 

Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board,  Cwm  Ceffyl  Water  filtration 

Abertridwr  Plant 

Timber  Yard,  Glanllyn  Square,  Taffs  Well  Timber 

Brancofich,  The  Square,  Glanllyn  Timber  merchant 

“Hoscno”,  The  Square,  Glanllyn  . . Timber  merchant 

Wales  Gas  Board,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly  Gasworks 

repair  depot 

Wales  Gas  Board,  St.  Martin’s  Road,  Caerphilly  Gasworks  repair 

depot 

Western  Gloves  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate 

Caerphilly  Gloves 

Planet  Gloves  (Industrial)  Ltd.,  Trecenydd  Gloves 

T.  H.  Pugh  & Sons,  Toy  Works, 

190  Bedwas  Road  Furniture 

P.  C.  & C.  K.  Chase  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road  Furniture 

Concrete  Products,  Ltd.,  Austin  Grange,  Concrete  products 

Caerphilly  

Fairways  Products  Ltd.,  The  Rhos,  Caerphilly  Concrete  products 
Replacement  Cleaners  Ltd., 

Treforest  Trading  Estate  Laundry 
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Welsh  Dry  Cleaners  Ltd.,  49  Cardiff  Road, 

Caerphilly  Dry  Cleaners 

Sun  Cleaners,  Glanllyn,  Taffs  Well  Dry  Cleaners 

Ystrad  Mynach  Engineering  and  Trading  Co.  Metal  Works 
Morfed  (S.  Wales)  Ltd.,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly  Small  metal  works 
E.  Baram  and  Co.,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly  Builders’  merchants 

J.  Thorne  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Van  Road,  Caerphilly  Portable  buildings 

0. C.C.  Spares,  Nelson  ..  Excavator  Repairs 

Glamorgan  Co-operative  Bakeries,  Taffs  Well  Bakery 

V.  & C.  Cross  Street,  Senghenydd  Shop  fitters 

Western  Fabrics,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Weaving 

Tuf  Abrasives,  Virginia  Park,  Caerphilly  Abrasive  paper 

J.  J.  West  and  Yorath,  Garden  Street,  Panel 

Llanbradach  beating 

Cyril  G.  Morgan  Ltd.,  Lawrence  Street  Cellulose 

Caerphilly  spraying 

K.  L.  Bazzard,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly  Saw  Mills 

1.  R.  Morkott,  Mill  Road,  Caerphilly  Wagon  breaking 

Jones  Bros,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Slaughterhouse 

Windsor  Upholstery  Co.,  Pontygwindy  Road, 

Caerphilly  Upholstery 

A.  C.  Daniels,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly  Surgical  instruments 
Stadium  Electric  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Estate 

Caerphilly  Thermostats 

Cyril  G.  Morgan,  Ltd.,  Old  Palace  Cinema  Coach 

Caerphilly  building 

Herriman  Bros,  The  Twyn,  Caerphilly  Radio  repairs 

Price  Bros.  Wern  Crescent,  Nelson  Smith  work 

Eskimo  Foods,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Food  packers 
Cambrian  Dairies,  Aberfawr  Road,  Abertridwr  Dairies 

National  Coal  Board,  Tar  Plant,  Tar 

Station  Works,  Caerphilly  Distillers 

B. O.A.C.  Test  Beds,  Nantgarw  Test  beds 

W.  Ellis  and  Son  (Printers)  Ltd.,  Windsor  St., 

Caerphilly  Printers 

J.  H.  Lees  & Sons,  Chain  Works,  Pligh  Street,  Chain 

Nelson  repairs 

Standard  Telephones  Ltd.,  Treforest  Trading 

Estate  ....  Telephones 

Western  Brush  Co.,  Treforest  Trading  Estate  Brushes 
Caerphilly  Fellmongers  Ltd.,  Bedwas  Road, 

Caerphilly  Tanyard 

National  Coal  Board,  Coke  oven  by 

Nantgarw  products 

Stadium  Ltd.,  Pontygwindy  Road,  Caerphilly  Crash  helmets 
Nettlefold  Stenman,  Caerphilly  Plating 
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Baileys  (Bristol)  Ltd.,  Nantgarw  Road 

Caerphilly  

W.  Evans  and  Son,  Pontygwindy  Road, 
Caerphilly 

Osband  Bros.,  Pontygwindy  Estate,  Caerphilly 


Roofing 

contractors 

Mortician 

Clothing 
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